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Address by David Lyle, Chief Executive Officer of LyleBailie International ,  

at the opening event of the “New York, New Belfast”  Conference  

at Fordham University, New York City.  

Wednesday 9th June, 2010. 
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A NEW CONCEPT FOR BELFAST  

 

A Conference entitled “New York, New Belfast” points us to the reality that we live in 

an era when new challenges, new threats, new thinking and also new opportunities 

surround us. 

 

The story of why I am here today starts with Matthew Lyle, in the year 1740.  
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MATTHEW LYLE OF RALOO,MATTHEW LYLE OF RALOO,
17401740

 

 

Matthew was one of the Lyles of Raloo in County Antrim, under 20 miles from 

Belfast. In those days the Penal Laws were still oppressing Catholics in Ireland and 

Presbyterians, like the Lyles, were banned from holding public office and, indeed, 

Presbyterian marriage was refused legal recognition by the State. In 1740 Matthew 

Lyle and his family joined the third great wave of Scots-Irish emigration to America, 

enduring the disease and dangers of a hellish 6 week crossing to this land, driven off 

his farm by the avarice of aristocratic absentee landlords and their evil practice of 

rack-renting. 

 

As a descendant myself of the Lyles of Raloo, I am deeply attached to the name 

Matthew Lyle and to what we can learn today from him and all the waves of Irish 

immigration into America. 

 

According to the excellent book, The Scots-Irish in the Shenandoah Valley by Billy 

Kennedy, Matthew Lyle settled at Timber Ridge, in Rockbridge County, Virginia, 

where he became one of the first elders in Timber Ridge Presbyterian Church. By 

1755 Matthew Lyle owned 751 acres in the Shenandoah Valley. These Scots-Irish 

people were famed for their stubborn, honest, industrious ways, their love of liberty, 

their toughness of mind and spirit, and their indomitable, pioneering will to carve out 

a new life against all odds. 
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Hence James Logan, Governor of Pennsylvania and Provincial Secretary, said: 

 

“a settlement of five families from the north of Ireland gives me more trouble 

than 50 of any other people.” 

 

They were relentlessly frugal. Shenandoah historian Dr Lyle Kinnear said: 

 

 “They kept the Sabbath; and everything else they could get their hands on.” 

 

Their most prized possession of all was independence and freedom. Which is why 

the Scots-Irish were at the heart and soul of the American Declaration of 

Independence in 1776… 

 

AMERICAN DECLARATION OF AMERICAN DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE: INDEPENDENCE: 

4th JULY 1776, PHILADELPHIA -

23rd AUGUST 1776, BELFAST

 

…and in the Revolutionary War of Independence, in which the Lyles of Timber Ridge 

and Shenandoah participated with vigour and honour.  

 

So much so that George Washington said: 

 

“If defeated everywhere else I will make my stand for liberty among the Scots-

Irish of my native Virginia.” 
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Therefore the links we celebrate today go deep. On 4th July 1776 the Declaration of 

Independence was signed in Philadelphia, appointed as a day of fasting and prayer. 

On 23rd August 1776 the first publication of the full text of the Declaration of 

Independence in a major newspaper in Europe was in Belfast, on the front page of 

the Belfast News Letter, the oldest English language newspaper in the world. 

 

Belfast was famed for its radical thinking, known as the Athens of the North. 

 

Perhaps that is why Belfast is home to the second-oldest continuously-operating US 

Consulate in the world, opened in 1796. 

 

And why the theme of “New York, New Belfast” is so pertinent today.  

 

 

Our challenge is to reflect on these great floods of immigrants into America from 

Ireland across the centuries and apply these learnings today. 

 

What jumps out to me is the future focus and the forward focus of immigrants from 

Ireland, of all faiths. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD, LOOKING FORWARD, 

THINKING FUTURE, THINKING FUTURE, 

LOOKING BEYONDLOOKING BEYOND

 

They were people Looking Forward, Thinking Future, Looking Beyond. 
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Despite the extremities and sufferings of their pasts, they moved forward to grasp 

new opportunities and make an enormous contribution to the United States and 

therefore to the world. 

 

Across all faiths and traditions they left Ireland, driven by a dream of a fair and free 

world and a better future. 

 

These immigrants were all living futurists, conceiving and achieving dreams, 

envisioning and then grasping opportunities. 

 

Their thinking was dominated by the question – what can we plant tomorrow, and 

when can we harvest it? 

Never – what can I weep about tomorrow and who can I blame? 

 

This is a question of balance, because as you all know there is a time for planting 

and there is a time for weeping. 

 

But the balance of Past versus Future needs to be addressed in a new concept of 

Belfast. 

 

 

“Respecting another tradition doesn’t mean losing your own” is a line we ran in a TV 

Peace campaign in Northern Ireland in 1995, in the run up to President Clinton’s visit.  
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It encapsulates the balance we all need, to move forward and think future. 

 

Respecting another’s past doesn’t mean belittling your own. 

 

Respecting another’s hurt doesn’t mean denying your own. 

 

Respecting another’s aspirations doesn’t mean abandoning your own. 

 

So much wonderful progress has been made in Belfast but our challenge now is…  

LIBERATING OURSELVES LIBERATING OURSELVES 

FROMFROM

THE PRISON THE PRISON 

OF THE PASTOF THE PAST

 

…liberating ourselves from the prison of the past.  

This is not about denying the past, or about failing to respect the past – this is about 

ceasing to obsess about the past, to the point where some people can’t even 

celebrate diversity without being offended or causing offence. 
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A FUTUREA FUTUREA FUTURE---FOCUSED FOCUSED FOCUSED 
BELFAST,BELFAST,BELFAST,

A FUTUREA FUTUREA FUTURE---FOCUSED FOCUSED FOCUSED 
NORTHERN IRELANDNORTHERN IRELANDNORTHERN IRELAND

 

A new concept of Belfast is a future-focused Belfast in a future-focused Northern 

Ireland, harnessing also the great cities of Londonderry, Lisburn and Newry. 

Energising all people to be living futurists in action. 

 

This is achievable. Northern Ireland is at the cutting edge of Digital innovation and of 

Information and Communication Technology, as well as Creative Industries. 

 

·  35% of all computer drives worldwide have a part made by Seagate in NI 

 

·  APT’s innovative sound compression technology has been used in the 

production of films such as Lord of the Rings, Finding Nemo & Titanic  

 

·  Cameras designed and manufactured by Andor Technology in Belfast were 

used by a team of UK, French and Swiss astronomers in discovering 2 new 

Jupiter-sized planets. 

 

·  With the completion of Project Kelvin, NI can offer Europe’s fastest direct 

telecoms connection to North America,  unaffected by disruptions to 

telecoms in centres like London and Dublin, and delivering broadband 

products at prices 20% less than Dublin, Manchester and Glasgow until 

2018+.  This guarantees reliable, fast, secure and cost effective file transfer 

for digital content and TV/film post-production.  
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·  Northern Ireland offers a resilient digital network, providing high speed voice 

and data connections throughout the world. 

  

·  Telecoms costs are amongst the lowest in Europe.  

 

·  100% of the population has access to affordable broadband services. 

 

·  NI has over 700 ICT companies, including over 100 international investors, 

employing 15,000 people.  International investors include Fujitsu, 

Cybersource, BTI Systems, 3Par, SAP, Allstate and Microsoft. 

  

·  Northern Ireland’s 13 university ICT related research centres are a catalyst for 

the development of the ICT sector, with expertise in areas such as grid 

computing, enterprise search, semiconductors, connected health, artificial 

intelligence and security.  The University of Ulster has one of the largest 

provisions in computing in the UK and Ireland. 

  

·  QUB's Centre for Secure IT,(CSIT) aims to become the UK’s foremost centre 

for security R&D (part of QUB)  

 

·  Security applications developed in NI are installed worldwide, including 

access control systems in airports such as Hong Kong and Heathrow 

Terminal 5, and biometric identification systems in US detention facilities. 

·  FS Tech - NI is a European leader in software development for financial 

services securing 35% of all inward investment projects in 2003-2008. 

(Source: FT 2008). Around 3000 are people employed in the Financial 

Services technology sector including software development and IT 

infrastructure support 

 

·  NI has one of youngest demographics in Europe with 60% of the population 

under 40.  

 

·  Over 1000 ICT graduates and 300 ICT postgraduates from Northern Ireland 

universities each year.  
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·  Northern Ireland is gaining global recognition as a business location for 

creative industry projects.  The Paint Hall in the Titanic Quarter is now a 

dedicated film set, providing a massive build-space of four 16,000sq ft ‘cells’.   

Recent successes such as City of Ember and new HBO series Game of 

Thrones, filmed there and on location, show NI’s fast emerging expertise in all 

areas of TV and film production.  

 

A future-focused Belfast in a future-focused Northern Ireland is a deliverable vision – 

but the climate of public opinion needs to catch up with the reality of what our digital 

pioneers and highly skilled young people are doing. Public opinion needs to be 

encouraged to connect with these new realities and new opportunities. 

 

Future focus, not past obsession, is the only way forward. 

 

ROAD SAFETYROAD SAFETYROAD SAFETY

OXFORD ECONOMICS: OXFORD ECONOMICS: OXFORD ECONOMICS: 
ECONOMIC PAYBACK $34 PER $1 INVESTEDECONOMIC PAYBACK $34 PER $1 INVESTEDECONOMIC PAYBACK $34 PER $1 INVESTED

 

This example from my own company, LyleBailie International, is that in Belfast we 

pioneered the application of scientific and psychological pre-testing technology to the 

creation of very shocking road safety campaigns throughout Ireland – TV ads too 

shocking to show here tonight – but, in a major study validated by Oxford Economics, 

one of the world’s leading economics’ consultancies, we can reveal that this 

pioneering use of psychological measurement, including galvanic skin conductance 

testing, produced campaigns in Ireland with an economic payback to the taxpayer of 
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$34 per $1 invested – and today 31,206 people are alive and well in Ireland who 

would otherwise have been killed or seriously injured on the roads. 

 

And this is a case study which won us a global Gold David Ogilvy Award from the 

Advertising Research Foundation last year in New York. The twist in this story is that 

LyleBailie emerged from a management buy-out from the New York-owned McCann-

Erickson. And the global giant McCann-Erickson was founded in New York in 1902 

by Harrison King McCann, a Scots-Irish Yankee from Maine. 

 

NEW YORK,NEW YORK,

NEW BELFASTNEW BELFAST

 

A future-focused Belfast. 

 

A pioneering Belfast. 

 

A Belfast which does not take but a Belfast which gives: 

Gives of its intelligence, innovations, skills, ideas, warmth, generosity, friendship and 

tenacity. 

Visit us soon and see for yourself. 

 

New York, New Belfast. 

Let’s drive it forward. 

 

Thank you. 
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